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Wild wisents (Bison bonasus; European bison) in the Białowieża Primeval Forest perished in 1919 and the only hope for their restitution
was a herd of Pszczyna (Pless). The European bisons raised there, were
descendants of four specimens exported in 1865 from Bialowieża. How
important part in the restitution of this largest mammal of Europe had
a lineage of Pszczyna the figures prove. In 1984, Pszczyna’s genotype
participated in 58.5% of the herd of European bison worldwide, and in
the year 2000, more than 85%.
The tragic and dangerous situation in which wisents were in the world,
has been pointed by the state of their population after the World War
I. In Pszczyna, the remains of the herd were three individuals: one female named Planta and two males: Plebejer and Platon, the last crippled during the Silesian Uprisings and unfit for proliferation. It was
thanks to posterity Planta and Plebejer there has been a revival of European bison breeding in Poland and all over the world.
Due to their importance for the entire species, both animals after
death have been crafted in the Taxidermy Studio of Franciszek Kalkus
at the Dzieduszycki’s Family Natural History Museum in Lviv, one of the
most famous in the pre-war period. Their works are preserved today
in Kraków and Lviv, as unique specimens of woolly rhinoceros (Coelodonta antiquitatis) and mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius) from
Starunia Late Pleistocene deposits.
The wisents from Pszczyna had been displayed for many years at an
exhibition of the Upper Silesian Museum in Bytom, but for more than
20 past years these specimens were not available to the public. Numerous damages, even from the World War II period and those arising in later years, have forced us to secure the in storage area. These
most famous animals in the history of the Polish natural history and
the Polish museology, deserved after years the “rest” and renovation.
Tedious, and for the first time in Poland carried out on such a scale
maintenance, even re-creation taxidermy of parts, was carried out by
Laboratory of Taxidermy at the Upper Silesian Museum in Bytom. Hundreds of larger and smaller defects have been carefully removed and
repaired, so nothing to be loss of these wisents historical and scientific values.
The renovation of Planta and Platen specimens has been treated in
the first order. In the near future, the pair displayed in the Upper Silesian Museum in Bytom, will be joined by Plamka.

